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BEFORE YOU 
KNOW IT

The American Kennel Club® is 
pleased to announce that the AKC/Eu-
kanuba National Championship will be 
returning to Orlando, Florida follow-
ing the 2010 AKC/Eukanuba National 
Championship in Long Beach, Califor-
nia. 

The 2011 show will take place De-
cember 17th and 18th in Orlando. The 
event has previously been hosted in 
Orlando, Tampa and Long Beach. 

With the return of the Eukanuba to 
Orlando, all members need to put on 
their thinking caps for a concept for 
our  ”Meet the Breeds”  exhibit. Please 
submit your ideas to the club by email 
to our secretary, Dawn Scheibly at 
Dawnjoy00@aol.com. We need ideas 
that will be practical, eyecatching and 
easily executed! Also we will need 
someone to step up and volunteer to 
head up the execution of the idea, and 
volunteers to help create and man the 
exhibit.

visit www.bobdog.ca 
a portion of every purchase will be donated to the 

BTCTB

a portion of every purchase will be donated to the 
BTCTB



BOOMER 
HAS BEEN ADOPTED

FROM THE 
VICE-PRESIDENT

Hello to All!!

It is now September and I hope all 
of our members and friends have 
been enjoying, or tolerating, or have 
escaped our summer heat. Our club 
remains focused on the future and as 
we look forward, Silverwood 2011 is 
getting closer. Jan O’Nan is our new-
est board member and is now also 
our Silverwood Chairman. Many of 
our members will be in Pittsburgh for 
the 2010 Silverwood, both to partici-
pate and to learn more about what is 
needed for preparation. Any member 
who wants to volunteer their time and 
talents to help make Silverwood 2011 
the best Silverwood ever can reach at 
Jan at finstwo@verizon.net or at 941-
685-2190.. 

If anyone needed a reason to become 
involved in our club, they should 
have been at our last club meeting at 
Carolyn and Robert Kimbrell’s home 
in Fort Meyers. There was a crowd of 
enthusiastic, interesting people and 
so many wonderful Bull Terriers. We 
might frequently ask for your help, 
but you will be repaid with fun and 
satisfaction. Also, it was great that 
so many members have pledged to 
sponsor prizes for our January shows, 
and touching that so many sponsor 
pledged in memory of dogs that they 
loved.

In other news, our members recently 
approved the changes in our Constitu-
tion. These are your By-laws and you 
can always download a copy from our 
website or by clicking on this link: 
When Jan O’Nan became our new 
board member she replaced Jennifer 
O’Brien Pheiffer, who remains active 
in our club. Jennifer is one of our most 
dependable rescue volunteers and 
recently she fostered our Maya and 
also our latest rescue, the little puppy, 
Elmo,  at her home.

I am as certain as summert is hot in 
Florida, that this club is getting better 
every day, and that reflects the work of 
all our members!

See you at the next meeting,
Eddie

THE RETURN OF 
THE WISHLIST

Rescue’s Wish List is Back!

* STAMPS

*COMPUTER PAPER and manilla 
file folders (letter sized)

*COMFORTIS (why not pick up 
some extra when you’re at the 

vets’ office)

*FOSTER HOMES (I thought I’d 
slip that in to see if anyone was 

paying attention!)

* HP564 printer cartridges (black)

* Crate Pads 

Thank You,
The Pest

sorry to be a pest

COMING SOON ! PRE-SALE ORDER INFORMATION

THE 2011 BTCTB RESCUE CALENDAR

This beautiful 2011 color glossy calendar is only being produced 
in a limited quantity. It features extraordinary photographs of 
some of the special dogs we have fostered and placed through 
our Rescue. Many photographs are by our own fabulous mem-
ber, photographer, Robert Kimbrell. You have seen his work 
in our rescue videos on YouTube. Watch your email for more 
info or contact Carolyn Kimbrell at 1petsitter@comcast.net. 



Dog Bite Force: 
Myths, Misinterpretations  & 

 Realities 
 Reported dog bite strengths of 

2000 pounds may be wrong

Reprinted from Psychology Today 
Online

 I was working on a paper which 
dealt with dog bites and wanted 
to include some mention of the 
strength of dog bites for particular 
breeds. I have been at several 
conferences dealing with dog be-
havior and have heard a number 
of veterinarians quote that the bite 
force of a Rottweiler (and some-
times a pit bull) is approximately 
2000 pounds per square inch. 
Since dog behavior, not dog phys-
iology, is my expertise, I tended to 
accept those statements without 
too much analysis (except of 
course, to marvel at the strength 
of the dog’s jaw). However this 
time I thought about these num-
bers more closely and began to 
doubt what I had heard.

Let’s put these numbers into a 
meaningful context. Imagine a 
bite force of 2000 pounds. To 
achieve this, suppose that we had 
a dog’s jaw and wanted to press 
the upper portion down with this 
force, it would require our put-
ting a pressure equivalent to the 

weight of a subcompact automo-
bile (like a smaller Toyota or Hyun-
dai) on the top jaw. That simply did 
not make sense. For one thing I 
doubted that the bone structure of 
the dog’s jaw could withstand such 
pressures.

So where did this number-a bite 
strength of 2000 pounds for the 
Rottweiler-come from? It turns out 
that there has not been a lot of 
research in this area, and most of 
it has been done using indirect and 
laboratory measures. An example 
is the experimental work done by a 
team headed by Jennifer Lynn Ellis 
of Guelph University in Canada 
(published in the Journal of Anat-
omy in 2008). This team used two 
methods to measure bite strength. 
The first tested live dogs, which 
were anesthetized and had their 
jaw muscles electrically stimulated. 
The second was more theoretical 
and is based computations made 
using the architecture of the skulls 
and jaws of deceased dogs. One 
thing that comes out very strongly 
from their measures is that the bite 
force varies depending upon where 
in the mouth you measure it. For 
example in one German Shepherd 
the measure of bite force in the 
front portion of the jaw was 170 
pounds while in the rear of the jaw 
(where the lever principle works 
most strongly) it was 568 pounds. 
This is a long way from 2000 
pounds. So where did that figure 
come from?
   
 If you look at the way the data is 
presented, the researchers are not 
reporting their results in pounds of 
force, but rather in a force measure 
called Newtons. An average of the 
results of the inner bite strength 
of the 20 dogs in this study does 
come out to be around 2000 New-

tons. Perhaps that is where the 
number came from. However if that 
is the case then reports of 2000 
pounds of pressure are greatly in 
error. A Newton actually equals a 
0.22 pounds of force or a bit more 
than a fifth of a pound. So a 2000 
Newton force is actually approxi-
mately equal to a 450 pound force. 
This is a lot of force, the equivalent 
our putting a pressure equivalent 
to the weight of two football line-
men on the top jaw, but a lot less 
than 2000 pounds of pressure. 
Could it be that the estimate of the 
bite strength of the dog has been 
reported so widely and so wrongly 
is because the people reading the 
reports have misread the units 
of measure, assuming pounds 
for Newtons? That would at least 
might explain where the frequently 
reported numbers come from.

Dr. Brady Barr of National Geo-
graphic, for a TV special called 
Dangerous Encounters: Bite Force, 
measured bite forces of several 
different creatures using a more di-
rect measure. Basically he placed 
a force measuring device on a bite 
protection sleeve (or on a pole for 
larger more dangerous beasts) 
and provoked the animals to bite 
it. Because of the way that these 
measures are taken, they actu-
ally reflect the bite force closer to 
the front of the jaw, so they might 
not measure the maximum force 
possible. The strength of the bite 
will also depend upon just how 
provoked and angry the dog was 
during the measurement. In any 
event, for the three dogs measured 
(an American Pit Bull, a German 
Shepherd and a Rottweiler) the 
average bite strength was 269 
pounds of pressure, with the Rott-
weiler topping the group with 328 



pounds of bite pressure. Compare 
these to the bite strength of lions 
and white sharks which are both 
around 600 pounds, or the bone 
crushing hyena at around 1000 
pounds, or more shocking, the Nile 
alligator which comes in at just 
under 2500 pounds.

 In more recent research (pub-
lished in 2009 in the Journal of 
Anatomy), Dr. Ellis and her team 
were able to show that the size of 
the animal and the shape of its jaw 
predicted bite strength. The larger 
the dog and the dog’s head, and 
the wider the jaw, the higher the 
bite force turned out to be. The dog 
breed with the largest head and 
widest mouth is the Mastiff, so it is 
perhaps not surprising that it has 
been recently measured as having 
a bite strength of 552 pounds-just 
shy of the bite force that the lion 
has. This force exceeds that of all 
breeds measured to date.

 And what about 
humans? We 
come in at a 
measly 120 
pounds of bite 
pressure. It is a 

good thing that we rely more upon 
our brains than our teeth to sur-
vive.

Stanley Coren is the author of 
many books including: The Mod-
ern Dog, Why Do Dogs Have Wet 
Noses? The Pawprints of History, 
How Dogs Think, How To Speak 
Dog, Why We Love the Dogs We 
Do, What Do Dogs Know? The 
Intelligence of Dogs, Why Does My 
Dog Act That Way? Understanding 
Dogs for Dummies, Sleep Thieves, 
and The Left-hander Syndrome.    

ANSWER TO CAN YOU GUESS:
The photo shows Jan O’Nan’s par-
ents sometime during WWII.

This was an impromptu reunion, we didn’t plan it at all...but how sweet to see 
this great bunch of dogs and the people who adopted them at our August meet-
ing! BTW, Maya, Ollie and Patty are now Xena, Archer and Matty!

Please help us find Ginger. She was adopted in November 2009. Her new 
owner signed an adoption contract stating that if she was unable to keep the 
dog, that Ginger would be returned to us or to our representitives. In June 
Ginger was listed on CraigsList in the Ft. Wayne/Yoder area (Indiana) She was 
also listed for sale on bulletin boards in area vets’ offices.

Ginger is approximately 2 1/2 years old. She is spayed. Ginger is a red (or 
fawn) smut with a white blaze that starts between her ears and continues down 
her face, under her chin and down to a white chest. She is ‘chipped with an 
Avid chip: 103 039 786.

The Bull Terrier Club of Tampa Bay Rescue Committee takes its responsibil-
ity very seriously. Please keep an eye out for this sweet girl.She has had a 
hard life and deserves better. I hope that someone can help us find and regain 
this dog. if you have any information on Ginger or her possible whsereabouts, 
please contact the BTCTB Rescue Chairman, Rebecca Quigley. 508-574-1146 
or quiglet@aol.com.

PLEASE HELP US FIND GINGER


